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The deficit of National Health Insurance (NHI) has now become wider and
wider. It is estimated to be over NT31.7 billion, with accumulated deficit top NT 60
billion, by the end of 2009. In light of the financial difficulty, “National Health
Insurance Act” Amendment, passed the Legislation Yuan in 2011, allowing Bureau of
National Health Insurance (BNHI) to collect the new supplementary premium by
expanding the calculated base of employees and employers, and stipulates the
government to support at least 36% of NHI premium revenues. The estimated
additional revenue is around NT 20 billion on the yearly basis. Nonetheless, BNHI
faced a much higher administrative cost to collect this premium, resulting in the

debate whether this is an effective way to increase the insurance revenue.

This study conducts two waves of telephone surveys to inquire the public
opinions on new supplementary premium as well as preferences on various policies
aiming to enhance the NHI’s financial stability. Our study has the following six
conclusions. First, the vast majority, over 80%, believe the medical waste,
particularly on the unconsumed drugs, is the main reason for NHI’s deficits. Second,
the poll shows that the public has no consensus as to how to reduce the expenditure
of NHI. Third, repodents by the large prefer broadening the calculation base over
raising the insurance premium as the means to increase the insurance revenue. Fourth,
the poll shows raising the specific cigarette tax or sales tax is another option to
increase the insurance revenue. Fifth, less than half respondents support the new
supplementary premium. Sixth, for the sake of administrative costs, about half of
respondents agreed to combine the collection of supplementary premium with the

family income tax.
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