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4 - Suehihde e § &

(China’s Grand Unification: Its Origin and Implications)
=

RS 4, BEGTEE—E Sy, 2 EEE AR - HA—
FVERET, WA LUETENISCR T R X AR BIEE, SRoTEiE RERIRE IR
7 o SHASOR_EARRARR R Bk g B (Wittfogel, 1957) A1 Hsiung (2011)
TR MR SR, R ERE AR, Wb REEERECA SRS - MR, DIK—
G Ravie, SR EEEEN ERARECRIIRE, BiEPEIARENECEH]
[~ BiEHERE - MPEIRREREI N (RS - A ERERA D 5o, BRE
Gery B4tz (mental construct), EaAAIERE FRTHRaS, 7S REE IR FHGTUERY
IREENE - HK, £3UE (A2 EHE) BIERE, R —4E 4ER A
K o AR RS PRV —(EEL, TR —47 ) VBRI S EFHIHasE, &2
"BUGIENE ; (politically correct) HY; ZAMM, HISUbREFZGZHVALZIR, AlARLL
& " SBIERE ) (culturally correct) Y o R—&ufE4E, fERHl (B0fE) FIRM L
1b) BRIz B, Rob—FL -

Keywords: grand unification, hydraulic society, single authority, Taiwan Strait conflict,
despotism, public good.

BRgERE - K—%, VKIS, BEHE, SEHEE BHEH AL -

JEL classification: K10, K11, K19, D62, D70.



1. % % (Introducation)

FEE AL, AR R EEI L — - FE AU,
& R NAT - (ERLVHISE, REEZNHESRZFIE, GEF R HKEZINEFRC,
NFPEZFEERIGE ~ 1838 ~ IO, F5E - A, " K—4t, (The Grand
Unification)fy 84, % FRRHEGENFET— ' TR—4& , BREEEIN
M, AR B OB P2 EE AR —,

(ESEEEEE - THFEKR, R—GavE4E, NMENRBTEREIR, BF2E
FHREACH fE LB R BV - X —ae iy S, P A FE A =
MEHFEAE, KT, BRRERA IS 280, < AFFHEE, B
AR —&e iy BRI, s Ali A % -

B R—GH AR, AL E i RHEE & T Smeee e g, ALl
HE TR RHEEEZ SR (R ~ MPE, 2002; #1A02E, 1989; O
A5%, 1993) » BT TESORFIIT, it SRR AEARE, SRIRIAR;
R, SRR IR R (e, A5 IR E BAGAIIRIT SR - ASCEREL
5= BN AR IEE R b, N DAS e R e, 12 i & REy
AR, BESTHRIHVEES - HEBEZRERA - FEENNER, DR "R —
At S HER ARSI R F R (- B K — Sy S, HATRE /M AN R, 2
DaKHE ) i mERDURERKE K TIEEREAEE, FESR
—afEAAS o PRI A AR - 2

PRI, ARIRIESIG, AN B SRR —S AT REE S R - B, i
6, FEBRHALVHRE, MBI ERERE - 72, K—&H
B, BIERERVERRST K—SMEREHE, T HZIEMRY, ¥R
—4, MMESHERAY, 1 HEREN ~ BB ~ R DS, RefHE?
B, REEE, aE g RIS —8 7, IR —&iH %
AR LB EE - 28000, EEERE L, TEREEJTNIRHEAILE - HrE
R T 2B TR A B8y 5 R R R, A daE
MR —4 2 [, ERERAHBEESTZER -

AXAWEZEAEEE: 55—, E8tH " R84, DEAVIEE, il
B PO ERR ) HYEmES, S HEEEIT, DlisBg A FlEm e gy - 5,
PRt TR RIS, BT A CSUERVIERIEE, DURAEAFLER
RIS 1% e T - MW EE 7y, &8 KRRV EMZER, ZEH<S

LT RE A BATESI5E, TS EAET AT -
2 i aR 2 AN, TIREN R | RO, A PR -



NEMRHIEER, RERTTRIMAL - NIt ASCTLUENE LS, S
B FRAECEE, A, EEEmNE S L, HAHEENEE -

HESME, K—4EHEAEOE, —MATARIRYE e/ kg lmigdt)s | sR (R
Oy TIRESNE | ER), BTS2, BE EAHAMAVEER o BEW—
TR AR S, AE AR CaVEk o H, BN EREER, B—TEm
s HYHERE, PP FOBIRASRETIRS ER - EEHRRY G, AEBNN TR —4 A
VIR E AR - e, HERERE, FRHROR—4 B4 M ER AR E
) - FEiE—EERE L, AR —TEFAMENER - HX, K—HE4%E, AEE
ML, BT HERNER, R AEGEEE SR - RKE, =2
fEE S D AEZEE/FE5EE (mental construct / institutional matrix) BY—&547,
EAH R EEE N HVEE S A, BIEBUATIE AR JEEES - e g
HIZRR, REMHFEHEE AU BB ay L ma), it T MEE ASUE, AEMRI ER

=2
NE -

HER, K—4mELE, FHEMRHES, M T BN ASEEE - =
W, AIEEE], PEIREESEECK, AT AR —48 B4 ik
1 - R e T AENYRDE, AT AR IT R — 4 M & 2 T DU
FRERBIRHY, SEALECRIVAEGE - k8L, SR EIKRE,
JFA e £ /a2 RS, 1980 £ DU 1%, B U EHE - eRlR
B8, BIIEARSIEETL B, FEIAEEE 2%, SRS, AR
Ryt FUEE —RERES - RIS S ES M, SHEM, RS L, R
{2 T 2AY 2815 (participant), (77T 25 J7 HIRHE 85 BIAR R B il & & A
(enforcer) - St _LAVEEEE, FESEESL - EBEREATREE, 50
IEFEE T k—4r ) B4, BEAI—EERTA, 7,
FaEiEtE B ERES, AN T R BKE RS g0, - DU S 1%
A o

E Tl 2 7, EREE— T kL, ACAmERI: F—EE
R, R4 B4, Bl —BEGSUE BRI ) g, FRE RS
YRGS, MitsERE— TR A AR o B (EE R, BRI
Kb, BIRER—GHER, iR, HalEalh, R —gt B4R S HIrEeS
oo AN, AEE, BR—SELER TR 1 TR T EERAR—
GUBAERY TS KRR ERL - B R4 TS, WEEEA
BHLREYERE, AT A A SRR E o - Aid, HEMTREE, BERY TR

SR TR (Quanxi) BYETER, SCER EIRE S EFLTERR ((03%) MR o SR, WP
PEE 18 T FL T B4, SCRMREERIE S 7 T FL YRR, AR EERIA0 - [EIEERY, Benedict (1946)
1 Brigg (1981) EWiA NIEEE(EM, A EAUMEL 2RI, AlEh= Bmasas, HnREes
R By(tEE , o #HFZZ T, Posner (1981) HYZE 6 F17 WE, BLEHHEREE (FrRlE&5E) 1y
ARE, i) Rt HvsEREREL -

2



8 HURET, RS RETRH I, A EE NEIITHIE JIRTE

ASTHIGEREA R BR T ARG 20N, N —EHVE R RS e R— 4 4
AR L B BER © Mk, 56 3 BIAIEE 4 6, R EIRVA R, feErRifE e
ZIEHTE T © 55 5 B ErE AL, SRRt K — R a T, MAHBORRIE
o, FREA = TEIREEAVHIERIE - 2/EHE - PEIREERIRIEEHE
A o BIREEREA M, BA T AR, BEDEEERAERE
(reasoned conjectures) HYfiiHll o fef&—1, JEEIREAISE R -

2. x-Sl @k ikh: 3 FBER (The Origin of Grand
Unification: Two Competing Hypotheses)

BEERE YRR — S Y E ISR, R RRRE ST 2250 2 T R malF,
Pt S5 &

2.1 is-k4t € % (The Hydraulic Society Hypothesis)

A aN R, RN (Karl Wittfogel) (E5E2 (RTHHIEFR) Fr
fett, fAEFAEEE T a/KitE ) (hydraulic society) « fEE Ry, w0 R LA,
MHEIEIDUE, BENEGKIVHRE, FEEANE A, NILGPREHETE -
HEAM G AR T R4 BRES, (BEERERIBEN AR HE—
& 20, T AeYRIE - My SRR, AU N RS A A

AR ERUA R St E AR B AR BERE - Al Key IR M —
REFE—EHE B BB AR EERNT - 70

B E TR TR VR (R e L R RN EE AL
DT - G - PR A, RTINS
ki

EEZKSCAY > SEEETH IR — VI RBUF I E Y ERS e AH AR EAVES S - MIEy
B EG LR LG IR - EEAFRE AR RAVEIRFIRE AL AR,
A A AR Rl TH » A2t b Y HAZRIEEI A F - B Hy
KRR E A HER TR S - 0

CEKEREBRE R E R B RV RRE S - (S RS AR
UM EUR Y - IR e E RS A ERIET, T HaKBFERE
IR (k) JI& -7

BRFRHVERL, 20 AWE: B, BN HHIE LRI, —REEE
BUIAEPE T, T H— AR IR AR, MRS T, R R



BHEA (ErlE, 2009) o H2K, Bt EUELERYHHIBHE, DUERESET 242
P RIS SALRE, SRR PR LR IR AR (a/KiL®) - Rl
ARG T ERGAAEE, B A EAVEER (Coleman, 1990) -

DA AR ) HEREY, 2 T IRESNERR ) RS, A T IRERE
INREVE, TRt EIRVAESR, (S B A SEAYRE, NE, fEESNERRATA
B, EME RSP EE o A8 KAV (S ENEE - B1EHY
ANIINF) L, IEBFIEE (PREFEERA, EREHIEAREARE), W
FHHIEE L - T H, EEINE, NEHEETEAR, REINEFREr ARSI
sl T1(F%T]), & EEEESIE -

2.2 - #<L# (The Single Authority Hypothesis)

B —HEEGR, & Hsiung (2011) FRfgdt, EEAVHEERL0 R s Lo o5
B A P —(E R R ~ PSR - R E&GEH e KR i - FUTHYR
s, A oRile s FE SR, ER LeAOea IR -« SREE - ZEE
VOIFERHEE, RCRIRRIGRRE, TRV A, IR RRBE, (ER AR E
BTH), AMERE K - BN, R A, SRR - RN, HAILT
ARHYRRY - L, REREREGEILTHIEE, TRAME G %, R EE--EE
RIBEREILTT, BHBERIPRE - SR HHEPAR IR DR, AR AT,
KB THTNRE 1%, BB TESAL - FAEMEY SR - 26 - B S, #
HEEAHERS -

FEETERARAVHER R (R T, RSBl pe ISR BIA— 121, BUGHET)
E PRI PRAL G i e B (B R B, B — Ml - IR A B A T Pt
2 EEERTRT ) K—Gay 4, EEMNE, FEENER - SEEINIETE, #
W TSR — TSR » 28T, FESE B, SEERES BN KRR A BIRORUSE

FLERIENE AN, N R ERVRIRaGRE, B A SUEE RS, e —
&, LEEANUEL -

2.3 R &4 (Qualifications)

£ N —EiteERBEil Z AT, s NS BER ZEREE (R, JolF—EkE0E o Tk
HERARGINEER, AH LER AT (public goods); &R ZT], el
R AARHEEIIA S EE5 S - B —FERERAVRYE, FER (bR, &
AMA NI R Ey, R EET, DA R EARY - B
BRI - FTLL, BRI ZME, AR ~ #PAE S - B, iEdE
FEREESNE, fEME EEbfdedr;, Frll, £ N EfEm i, ~&orhmE, mE
G f—, WHLUMSE KRR - MFREINERB RIS R, g
HH -



%, TERESLRYEERME, R—4ny 84, Rr]Re2 e 2 NZRARE - 1
igdts ~ REINE - MIE R, AIREEbE e — BV ER N R, §iaiE
=FH URGH ), nIRERSEEE, BRS8N, HEARVOSY /AR, EER MRS
b, ARERA, AR EE R 2N EE - R, DU MRy SR e, o
G 0T R R R T AYRER  PREUERIGAY 1755, 7 S 2SR
AyZER, AR REHUE THYER, DI A4 AR -

3. ##E B 848 (Verifying the Hypotheses: Logical
Evidence)

BN WATEERRR AT S T, R E R B PR T AR R - 18 —Eim B2
A, T EIVERADEEIRER o BN EE EAviEs, RORIIHEHERIR
J&, Mg RIS, HETiEE s R R E A e B b, (EEaaRAR T -

3.1 #48< & (The Measurement of Logic)

B EFAEE RS Y, ARSMERE, BEEE (M. Friedman)sd &, &
MEEBEOI A ESE, ERAEAETN « EATAIER, Hame e T AL -
IEAh, FEfRam (falsification test)SiE, REMERREE 1R ' 1Ra | AYGwEL, 424
HHE SR - BT A LHYH E, B H AR Rk - 2RI, RIS
AR o AHEHY, AERTE T WETEER, R Ak i I E N B GE
RS -

B, LR, —(E3 T DU BEAY o By B 4H R ER 7 BRI
(initial conditions) ~ 7/ G & (interaction) ~ 554~ (equilibrium) ~ FIEE#E - £
BRI, BAEREGIRRER IR, MHEARER D BI5C8E, BEfE, ZFREAIR
R, B39 o WRUSEFHIEIIIRGE, AR TSt B N MER
R 1 5, (FTRE) SR4A8E - K—4 B4, TLUERE—E 5 - P10
EMEIETAVIZAL ~ CFHRAERIEEEE, BUr] DUt & fE S 2 R P -

K, IR (the relevance criterion), {FELFRSHHT - i@ 4Rl
b B IR, OV - R A SRR
IR, 9t T DA LB 3895 © A0ME—7, A BARSHERY (S AR,
(o1 S AT AR — 400 B - ELITT R, 3 AU Ry - DR G
MR, AR ISR

3.2 ¥ B4EF < (Employing the measurement of logic)
P ERHVAEREI S, B ERGER ARG, T2t A~ s i S

P - RERTIRER R HISR, BUaS I g iEe sIRE AL R FEE
Ll ~ PEE/DiR ~ BRI ~ LR SRR - OJRY5RES, PAE T B/
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#EHAVN, BE, RN, JEE AR &y TR EE R, BTG
HIE 25N, EEs R HMAECER, K —SrvEdE, o] LEREERC B Ay
—IR - BREEFL, —BRREFER G, W07 T RERER &R, iTPARE
RGUBHIERA » (NIt, i BFE, BRI —SEgE M, BIGRIER Ei#
MR - E—HEEFRNER 2N A —(ERERL AR R —8 MY, K
—ithle e SRRt B, EARG—HUIRRE, BAMAN &2 2 R,
MR R - EfE M, JLERRERRE, BRIER, R Tak,
R -

P2, e R mE AR RIS, EEAVEGHRMT, sEERIT
WA, 7RISR TR DAY s, AU B RN, B
HEFNES, GAEER (free-riding) MR - NIL, BIPRHATEAA,
M EEARETT; Wl AYMSarIFRE, PR, JH
AR, 8 EeeaEaH o 28, SEERE = (EBEREK - 55
—, G, BUEARIT (FIHASOR) AVt R X, i E 28R,
AENGA R R R P 5 - s e B R SR L K48, T
AHENHERE, EAEEEEMENVIET, MERETTIAHENPIE (M
R, 1997, ZAHPE, 1997) « HIRFORREEE ~ A ~ JE(EFME, #EHEH
AR

F£7, BRTUMES ARG S, ERIE ISR HAAYARER, R A
a7~ HEBMERE - ;SIS SR - AF - EIF, ROEER
GRes SR BIHIBOG ~ B4« BB - e, JA/KAHSRI A aRA IR
(a0, el R BRI _E A Y BB R 1 28— B /KBRS SR — R S
B, JeRAn{ar? SRPIHE, S8R ATIERERRAE? PR A KA,
Jetgif? F5F o AR GE LG WUIRULE, EE ARSI A S
DS TGS, FERE - SR, (RIS, EEE L
H; E—HEEZ T, AIEEATTERES - IREEeEE sy, B2 DIETE R
Z BREROG RN MBS, —UIRIE R, B B —E o, #
HFRAVAETIRRIE - NIL, (£#E E, dsdaiR—a, B
FH B — TR AR K — G AR e -

YA, RN RIS R SRt B, 2% Carniero (1970) #i1 Olson
(2000) FERHEAL - gboh, EBFFRAVES, WHICGER TE—-fuL ) EESE - B RE—
PR BRI TR, EARMGEY] - i, HRE— OIS, BRI S, M, i
DI, NS FAVE—TuL, TR E S b, SRS RN, SRRA
R -

* ERHTERIRIVE T, TR REIE o FUSEEATS RAVTRRNAEERIE, 2% Selznick
(1980) #1 Chandler (1984) -

® EH F, IRENERATTIEIOAH R IR R T R B EEAR, MENREAR, ik
ROVBUER — AR ERYEERE - 1 H, SMNEEZREILTT, FIRE L3 N CfRE o Sy EH
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=, Sl AR A R, MRS M R D R R E A

Zo(HE, WARDNER: (FREARE, S as K AE S5y, e —
MERLS FOIE ETERIE S « iR dia N FEINAE MEN4HER, SHERG/KAIRR
B SR, B, R B R T o B R B i B
—REE I A S, A AR R R A R - A,
ST G a R A Tk B, ESRTE /K R (GHIEER) I & A

(FsHE) BRI, B ERA—% R, AN (FRH, 1997;
Rl 1997) - °

HA ENEMERITERE L, T aRM B — R R AV LE, i E IR E
P o HgEE OUEE, BREENRIFERE, DEHREEAE CFHEEES
2R, AMEETRBEVIIR, 2RSSR AR (Huang, 1981) - ¥
FYaENE &R - ADRSHFEINS, SFaEE ABUEEE~rA], AR
AR, —F Az, ATLURIRRRGORRIA - meE —RE R (i
=, GEFFEEVE @Y, BEENHR - BNy, IR A DIRERER(E
A - R—4 84, ASRARENEENR D, BT BRI -
B, AR E R, DA R R Y, MRVEERE, WAFRE
R < SIS AR R — b S, REERE I - g - °

MERIFSIERYE I, BAERIRE - DUS(EFSIEE BiaERALeE, SIS AR
B RE R A L T R B o SR A Y SR B O S S R R,
PRSI R TR A - &SR BIARERS T &8E0k, fE T TRIRET
MRS - SEHDTIRISAT R E S BRI, BAEEEEY SRS - DU B
O 4 - MY, R AEER, SEMEE S - HERT
Fik, BE—HEEGETEERIES - L, Bl 0aE8g A IRE, REE

s EIR—&E, sRIRIITRATR
TIECIIBIT, RREAE - R T Rt R AR, EEIIRE AR, B R TAE,
FLETE S P -
POBIRBIRIR IR S, RS REIRTIEY, SH M - BEGE (1997) T4RAY (FFBRFRIT<H
HEHEIEE>) | BEME, B -B2E TRAZEEFENRE: F— B DUaKtE ) s
) T BRI ER ) BEWEZMEBEARAT, B2, W EEL S T ERHER ) (IE
G AT B, EHETRRGRE R, B T HH LR ) AR, ANSRREERITE 7
A AT RE « S ERVIRRE - ACCPTiE T B R, mlR RS
P B E TE—F A (UREE, MR LURD TR R, (F—WE - A, RAAGRE T
DIRA R Z I G | (Coase, 1960) - SLAIIEIT-2 T LML, HERsseA 2, 50, EE L7
JENg, S~ AEE - FEEE RN, R B A, sEE&R L NVETRAE—A
P, SUMR - Bt - BYERHLR—ARTE, HE-ENERER SREABR -
H—E NBERESHRPISEUNEE, o DUE BT RIGERESE, EREMAECER, BEA N
IRVE - P2 T, BRI, EEEmil— TR ESEHRAE - 2B R ERR®R
#JE 3\ (configuration), RIZAHBIAVELNE, thA — /2RI LAVER: - KBS, B—F NHYERE
"EN S, MR REEHTERE "R
O S A RO D, b ROKFERE SRR AR, KRB ERE, AE
ﬁz} o
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(1683); HFHEH, HFESE (1895), R AREZR, THEREFEWEE
(1945) - St 1949 FEpRr, ik thEE AR, 2iE—alA R T EHIE
JiF, ME " &%, ETEAEEE T o ENEER, BAgEEEIR
S TR G K —Rn R4, B E AR -

Bk, WITHERSRAIR —& . MIAVRATR, 8 ] DR — e MRy B sk EE
o PR ) PEIRRE R e 4 PEOBIL - BPAREIESE, TEE A ARIL
FERHTAUS HOIE, ISIIEAEFEE, KRR R E g IR - A,
TR B T RARIDUE, T EE ) R ESE A e B R, M A,
FUFIENRE ~ O ~ FOrheasemss - 2 A0, S, S anyiRaeg g
R, N RlE BOKIMRER. R —4RrIBE—RER AR G 3R - (NI, (i 5,
H B — PR R AR — 4 84, LEBCA SRR ), EE I EGERRE L,
gt e At -

4, i R# (Verifying the Hypotheses:
Empirical Evidence)

E—EiE AR Y A, AR AR, BRI R,
AL AR BERAVERRE ST - Smagry i, BN T B R A T/
R—& ) EWEHE, 7Rl B 8REAEL B —LEE, MK, HaHbEm
TGRS E 2, BEAESELE (compatible) -

4. 13- Fx

N SUBA T EUE RS, siisps =T DL b AN R B 2 BE RS,
AMEEZH—RE, HEESL EFE - STRASHIEE, A IH# PRSI
W7, fEt R DAY S E -

B, AT, WEHBUaHIE L, REVEEA =ERE: TEE
R~ BUAANEIL ~ TR - TTEHERA, EfEE2REBRTERR R, a2
AL, I EBE AT, —ERARENEIIA X - a DAEITHTTE
FERVENERG 2 PORIERE, BRI RBUF AR, I HA A gt 7 HY

WA s e, RETAEREREE T DA ER ) RO, SN o B
a8, HHERZERIFFES, kit BAMEBEENRE, R E e "9, -
T, BEMMEERA, AREEN, STENSUEER, B EEEMES - HR, ERH A,
N, NESEERE IR, st iU EHEE Y, B46, 18 g8 @ RssoH 2 fil, 17k
AR R DA P B R RE - (R, BE— R R —4RRVESR, AR AL - i B
e BB, AT 5 RESI RSV AR, DU ETE BN TR o R EAE—
ML, HUR s —E e o

VORE, FEEETIRAERE, (2208 AR A EEE, MAS SR E R, &%
Butzer (1976) FI1Z=CfE (1997) -



FEPR - RT3, PEITATEEREL T Hilffr ) (checks and balances) HY#IEAl
P, AR EAEAE EHI 2R, HREITE i B R AR, DR TSRy
o AEEEEORME T, EATRARVEFACIE R T — g ar(HiER: SBUE, K
FIGEIMEEEGINRIAR), SEROGHAR 2], SUa7F, SRR Hx
BAZ&, BEFEEANHEZHEL, REAR EasdMNEOGE, F5F - Wi,
B~ fTERE (21) WA - SR BIIAYEDE - IRAEFHRIEY IR
R—REHEFE, ] DR, FRFEIL ~ ISR - B—HERAIA—&
HE FIHVIRGS, BRI EAS -

HR, R—&iy B4, FREHN—FEE4%E A TIMNE ) WA B REAIRE
i o JLTBREMZR, AL (EORETHFHEE) AR TINERIFERE - TTFR
R, BINEAFFE, AGFHEINE, B EIREA 4 - © MR
b, EHEAEES L - BB AR AL @A - AR B, BIJTHE
Z BT EEIEZE - HEZRGRITA/NIEE HE, SERICEIMIRRE, K2 EAW
B F—, AEMYMRES, BRTOURRIFHAREREZIN B, SIAPITEIR, PREEE
BB — A ORGSR Bz, o] IR REMERVER S, [EEENE
Hg

BHR, FWAERFEMERER 2B, B A EEEPE, SOa8E
(repeat game) 2, SR flEAVERRAL: 2Ry, HEELETEE 1/4 5
U3, fEIEE AT LA NS4 - 1 JRI, (SR EESUER, J9H TR AR
AL HEEERAE, RESeg et B, mEER N, HAEFE—
AIRERY, Br& ML, BT RlE BEWERATEENEA, Ra B IHEE -
FAHBIM Z 1%, IREPIEREE, BEIEMNRENREF D (TR TEE);
TERHNZ —, PREEREAIPIHEERE T, FhlEHER! WL, it
EE, H—EEAEL L E SRR E -

4. 2iskAbg

FERABUR Ay DB KA, FIE AR SEATRZHHE 2R - LI fEIRY ek
K&, PRSI, SEEMER; MEREFFARAES, S5
] o W, ERIEENUG/K S BRI (MEAE, 1997, FE5E, 1997) -
B AR EVK, A EH RE B S ESHE, mMERERHBFEREHEE
firpa B, FES B, $HOAISEEE, RS AVEERE TR E o S EE
FIHVE TR, WAERE/KER, TSR ATIRE: EEAER, 1 HAY
R ARE R - IR R AL Rt El, RV SRS/ - FEEELR

B TIOREkRTS, BIELNECRSEROE, 1 TOME ) SRR, RV, BB B, RE g -
AE (G TEELR ) 32 AR NIHERACHU, Benedict (1946) 2% HASULEATH, SIS AT -
0~ BHES, BETADZAE TR ) EmE
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A, WE&ERRRERUL, FrLUEAE - B, FEs EEEKANES, A2
o B, RN E R EEFEEN ST, mERBERE T E" (ZHEHH,
1997; Z=7H{#, 1997) - °

BEoh, ZRiE (2007) f5H: TCHHES IR  ARiBlEeK, (B2 RE TV BRI A 4
Fy 80 2 90 Huh, A S AUREEEH—; 2RREIIR, MAREHETA
R/ REEROKFIE S, a15002 2 Ra Al HAIFTEE - Sa/Kay B R RTE
"R AT LA, BIFAREEA KR < “ANIEK, [FEIREEEH] - iR (1992)
gt "B R EUKMER Ry RisE; M, AR KA R LA R AY
oRCRs R ToirE (1981, 55 4 F) 23] “REIN 2B H B RUaharKEK
Mg, MEMAIR i, REEAYREROKH], RAEEHS— i N R hE A
REBLDNE o 7 B " BHRIaK, JeK AR AR, N AERRY E IR,
HIRAIE (RS, 1997; s, 1997 - ) L, gt AREMS, TaKiE
o HEmERLAEHE -

4. 31 %

S DL E WA A B RS E AR, WA ERARAE — 1 - SR RS HIEIS,
TEAME T B—, i E e/ A B B HHIHE 5=, B
FESEAE, WARRAAEEN e KtE - P2 T, B—REEE SR, £%
PR - BHURER - TR RE o T a/KH e SR T B sRAELEE, B
— TR AR — S R -

b, * — e&k & (Implications of the Grand Unification)

A S EAAYEERE, e b BRR—4 Bty E 2, AN IR E
T A AR, WIRERERHYRR AR - ARIZ BN S B IS W T A mae, B —fE
B AE A RER AR — 4 AR ACR - R AR E, RS R—4 B4R
o, MIATHHYRCOEEE, PUTBYER A YRS E -

B, AIES RN, A EEEREE, FIFE SRR, falak—
GUELERVACH - T EHVERAL, EEEEATE, IR -GS RAe, fmiafEd
VIR B B F IR ARAVROR » R, A S EIHVERAL, A B E S AYHEE,
iteng 2 A, A R e CAYER o NEIEYIHT, BEIR KR LSS AT AR i
M, # R A FEBERIYAEAGR, A 0 H R A e AREERIRsr, 9

P BRsRE T, IREIEGECE £ TE—PL ) (S, ARSI TR, o (B2, it
Ay FE—duL , BAREEKEEEZERE - [boh T - 300 (2002) 583H, K—4&A Loy
RRE(EER: (R " RAZ 8, B TR N4, H8 Ms#EFEEH, P L2 4,
BEAN, WO fEEF =amag, M L " e BeUbEGAEe, WIRT L ERERRAIMS -
PO TAKIE G ) (R, DURFTYIERAER M, WO DARTEEREEA: e A,
BT DUBG G R S SR AIARAS ~ DA R S EIRRN -
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BRI o NIRRT =07, SUERIREAR S EAERY SR - BRI S, I
Ah, RS T EIREA S R ~ GIERIE ~ AT B EEATE N (% -

5.1 # W+ ¥ (Mainland China)

AIEEL, SENINE, K —8/E —EEER SRS TR A - SAEA
Bz~ TR, SERZ —, ERIEEEER, &P RiEaznUigE - ££ 21 i
o], FEANRLNE (PRC) B EHNEEAE, HH LEEBEENEE-1E
PRC #, & =B 4/ BRI o— T LR ~ TTEUREER ~ SAREAR TS
AR - T H, IS (B%R) Hakz b, SLESrRIkitir, s
FERGIS ~ BASIM MY RZ i TR — 4/ B —RE RSO BRER - 7 60 FE1RHY 21
&), TR EEN M AE AT IR B R - 1B, 1949 FFrEE A\ R
R, #/0F] 1978 FER Al BB EREA B L A AP
SEAIHIAL -

IR, BRI R, —EEFREENVEERER, 32 £ 2/ (1978-2010),
GDPEI T 110 £, & AFAEEI T 78 f% - IJE T Przeworski & Limongi (1993) AV
3, —HHEBEE TR ER, WRBRERERS - Y BEEAT 30 FREUEN
PR, B ZMESSUERYE, [EHEAERREIVPEER, KA AEgilE - 40
A RE R FE S FE kR, AL Sy A BpabsA o] DUESR - BZZaVAE, o DAH/KE
JrAfE BT IR - IEEOB VRN R, EEAERET, PERESCZETIE,
FEHHERE - B EMRRSIP - ST HERZ 1%, BAMANEEK
Boa ERVFER] - hEtE, SRS E 1%, BUBRTENEZEEEEneig il - Bua
EREHTE A B, BREAKRBUAME, RERFWmEARE A - FEEUERTFIIE
W, mtrEE ] FENEDE o WL, E/KEJ7A b, BIEYELEMFEAE P e i,
H-P RIS EEES o (TBUE AR AIREFF R, SAMITAVE M H 2 o8 -
FAGHIRFE LS ~ (TEODARNE=REIL, BIEREZE, A, /KET1E
b, ITERE AN EERE R 2, DR RS iR % -

FEEEITEE, TRERERES, A Eee R - NSRS b, R
HFE - =R AORTEE, SREUKEE S, MREARCEE - EEOERISERIETT,
O EERE IR E AR A S, AR 28~ ARE, PR FIFREE - I,
AR ERIH T R, R KBS - SR b, ERIR —HEEW, A e E,
JEeR 4% (hierarchy) HYAIAE ~ LEAR F/KSE4H4% (polyarchy) AYRAE - *°

5.2 & A % (Cross-Strait Relation)

VSIS, ANRTREEERT - FERESRIR TS A, EE—EBCAREH - BT,
G RESIIEH], BIL TR, o Bl— T ARIE—FERI M R, i a e .

18 Ostrom (2007) 5E4EMTEEE, — U AT EARLR, 1E80E FIER FKSE ~ (I RERE - M
75 FE AR R SR A
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TEWI R b, MRIBER GRS, MEEREZGT R — - 280, FRTE
EER - HEANHER 2N AREMHBENEE, HERE - K—4HE4E, T2
EHERGRAFIMERIN Z 2R, B EiEck B — MR - —BHREEIER, Bk
AT, B Ry AP AEREEC (mental construct) HY—#( Sy, &R {H SR
(worldview) - FEZ I 22 (R (FINER S, s mTsE 4R ie (L, 2AM, S(LAVEET, 2
PEASAH K (path dependent) - [ H., FrE Y B4, B EFHE2%E - Kuran (2004)
e GRS, FHIPHTREEIEE, TE SRR T [ H AR -

R4 84, BIEKEEEE AMARIERSE - A, —BIEFREAEXiE
=, REFROR, HCUERVAEEIR, ERMEFFR G TH " RS — ) AR
AR HEUE - B E—REE#E UL (the Angle-Saxon culture) 3% EEHLET,
72— (EEE AV R - {E 21 gy, FOCEEIR ERGmARTEE S, (E RS
5, BIFEHLE ~ 2ET - A - AEPHE - RN - BB, ERE RS
=EBNIRENE, BAAERMEK, BREELUL (Z) « SERIIZ AL,
AR IV R, A%< EER, A " R4, - - A 715, #
AW EEIAEER, HaE T BERHBEAYE, , BT ESHERONAR] -

EE L, EMEM A, SRR REKe, 58NPEIKE, 2
HPEESBER PRV EECEERE o R, BENA UL E RIS, ERREE
IS H BB - MBS, ARVINKERG KESEE, EE
RIS R, B2 ILE T, B e b e - N, 2/ 0EMEME L, K—
4GB S IR E RN o YRR L, o] DU K — 48 E 4 (R PR AT AR
TR o AV AE BB WEME, 2RI —aBiE (FRIKENEE), 25
FPSHF 220y, ERERNRS, R - 8RR
F—(EREEL K—4 BRI E B RIARaEE, 2" BUGIERE (politically
correct) fY; 28I, MWHRISEFEEHNILE, B bREN ENARER, ' K—
&t BBt R R T S{EIERE ) (culturally correct) fY o

5.3 W*%4:¢ (Inernational Community)

A AR, K —aehy S, EBE AN i el N AR
JE o R—&uEHEREBE —HER, B RARME - BN, R —4U/E R, S
IS ERIRCER I, SEAKE - B9 BET L B, AXEhHE, 2aHE
SRAYEYESER 1) BHEEHTE RARVAAT 2B, SREERETR -

R, R—&2—EE N, Yo LR — R ZEl,
B FEES, (AR, A TR, EERE - BT ERYEE, ] LA
fesg - Bt EAR/BEEAR, BEXEMARES, EAHERNEMATLUE
EFEMFIRTTL, BN o HK, i KA P T HIMER AR, KI8T
FERE T EEEE) ) AHEREIRTERE, RUEA—BHR - AT, FERESNIEE
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JFA, 2R, RN —REMNR R, AR DS E Y, HEATR
NZES BEa] PAHIR!

R—uEdE THEET L BB, BIRER, ¥MEMHF L=, SERME,
AL DURAYE B 480 - 1858 oA DA, J\BIHE « B, X
—FENL, IR, FRER o JUEHRHPE, LRI E - MER IR,
I EATHACARAY IS LA, (H55E At GERay iR RGNy 015 hE ~
TG - BEE AR SR, —H PRC 19 ABIRFTSHET 1 =0T, 13 (&
ADIHJEORAE, sUikiaaEsse, St - AEEhH, g2 2Am,
R LS, EALE (L PRC BAFER) MBEHEN, WERE? ELHE,
MES— RGN, DaHEERE G E AR ALY o RAREE,
R R AT HE SRR, MDA SR T 4E -

TIPS g, R—4 a8, SR e - FHRaVTH R, R
TR E AR, TH RN o MEIEMZEE - TR SE BT I 5, e —(E
H¥c&2< (soul searching) #1227 (learning by experiencing) HY#EAE o & EEIETR 1E,
FrE FERNEE - EERIHEEF, AR DS £—, BIER—&/H
— RS, B BN EYE - 55, TEREL g, PRC KEZRI AR
SRMEZ — BSE, FoUERER b, T ASUBIIEMSL, R SHEEE - &
5 ~ HAFILZENfE I -

6. ¥#% (Conclusion)

TERDEYEE AR > fE#E, North (1990) 2638 : ERIZRKE, e —(Eil&sfhmss
Y, BRI AFHYIERIEE (institutional matrix); #A1&, MHEE LElE, L5 H
ZRARIEHAYRE: BRI, e —Et S Eapiny, HERE AMEHETT
=, (mental construct; Denzau & North, 1994) - iZ 2 AV ELE &, MR TZEA] -
PRI, HEE a2, AR ES, AR, s 8245
FHRA, (H2#E T2 -

BEEME, AE N UEEEGTEHE, " R—4 ) BEERIER R
(pillar).2 —, /2B AT (ingredient) 2 — o SR BHERTHRET, BEK
B 53 s B AE SR SO S [l St - ASCE S SBHETS, it SRR AE R
R—ELERRE (1) A6 o Serbi A ERVSORE, B HAHRRYRIEEGER —
EAE SRERTE - RIE R ik, RS RRERW T, fRERiE
R & EBA - LR TSR, RIS HE R A,
AL PRI SR — 4R S 4, MBS N EE RHE - B4 B
—FERVERL, A AR M S (0 H A B L), A ERAYERE,
ERIEE—PRIERET - MH, B HEREAE M FIsRAnEE, BIARIEE = HIR -
FISRBERIAES, [FEBERFER AR ERERTE - ASCHYEE 857, 2RI
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—HREHEAIAER o ST ESTE RN B, - BIRER (R RIERS s =T
H, SR A —GUEKE (AL GV EPEE AMFRAEER (WEERE),
IRAE (RIRERRR) ~ FIRZR (B LE) - A0y RAETT AN G RS, teE
HUJMEHE; North BV 2455, AUERS SRR -

B RRIE Z FREVURE, B Rt © BB rAvEe S, Rl
JER SR 4 HE R0, RZHESUER S EARE R S8 4E, a2
e G FIE M AR RIRAA e - B EEUEmE, K—GrEdE, 2—HEE
7E, WR—MERE - W, AENEERts, RIOGEEA, AN Bk DaI%-F
BZEH, TR e o B, KR—SHEE—EIPRL, RRREEEARIRAVRME,
B—(EttEms, FE LR T e ALY T RENE — RIfER 2L, IR
AR A RS - PRI PSRRI HE AR & ~ DU TR HI LD
&, EEEE RN — GRS AERYZ EREAPRER - B2, B —(E G BRIV SCHAGER, EEsE
AR & Eah 2 22!
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E%, “MEEUaHZE: (EFE 7B IR R R (R EHRITEER) 1Y
R, (525) , 20(2): 12-20, 2009 -

sefelEE, “ferh B R B R R Se SR, Ui 2 E 7 - B ERESR (B
PR RI<E TSI >) , H193-204, dbnt: REtEEREEH R, 1997 -
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Fitt, 1997 o

FHEE, B R AR e EIAT, ISR R HE - BREGGESR (RERRERI<R
FEEIEE>) , HA3-58, Jbnt: RIS RIEE AR, 1997 -
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B e R AR, 1997 -
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B2 AR, 1997 -
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I, “EH T EE CEAERTERE) 192587 WS EEmE - BEGESR (57
BUEFROY<BR BRI 36> ), H129-148, Jb5T: hEItEREEH AR, 1997

Z=IE, /Kb et 7 (KO 2R ) , 7TH12H, 2007 -

S~ EDHSE, SR EIRT R —SELE, « (ECRIITEEH ) , 5521, 19-52, 2002 -

e, “wlim (AEE) IUR—4 AR, 7 (FEIEWTSL) | 5528, 1993 -

sR5, “HRH B REVE/K/KFIRZESCHH,” ULk 27 - BHERESR (RERRERAY<
WS TF>) , H167-192, Jb5t: fEtHEREE R, 1997 -

B, (R—HEFEZREE) |, b5 AR&EEH AR, 1989 -

EallfE, “EREF —AIHHEERE (ROTEHIER) | SRR EHE - BREGE
U (GRIRRESRAN<S BRI FE>) , H213-232, Jbont: fEEREE AR,
1997 -

ZISTHE, 67K BRI 1 2 WU =N i R FE SR AR, IRk R HE - BHERESR
GRS ROY<Bi EH T 3%>) , EH268-297, Jb5T: PRt & REEH AR,
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ZEBH, “ a/KHt g MR RV RE SL 8RS, Wk 20 - PRERRESR (RERiFF Ry
<H FHEHITEFE>) , H149-166, bt RIS REE AR, 1997 -

R PR R CRAEHRITERE) . (CKE) | 131, 1992 -
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China’s Grand Unification: Its Origin and Implications

Abstract

The idea of Grand Unification is an important element of the Chinese culture, as it has been part
of the worldview of numerous Chinese people over the centuries. While inquiries into the idea
have mostly been textual analysis, the present study attempts to explore the substantive
conditions that gave rise to the idea. The competing theses of the Hydraulic Society (Wittfogel,
1957) and the Single Authority (Hsiung, 2011) are examined both theoretically and empirically.
Then, the implications of the idea of Grand Unification for public policy are discussed, with a
particular focus on China’s political system, the conflict across the Taiwan Strait, and China’s
presence in the international community. The present study has two main implications: First, the
idea of Grand Unification as a mental construct in the Chinese cultural tradition is related to
substantive social factors, thus providing a firmer understanding of the idea. Secondly,
assessment of the idea’s impact on public policies is made with respect to cultural and not
political considerations. At each juncture along China’s long history, the idea of Grand
Unification may be politically correct from the standpoint of contemporary interests; from the
perspective of long-term interests of the Chinese civilization, however, the idea many not be
culturally correct.

Keywords: hydraulic society, Grand Unification, Cross-Strait relations, single authority,
despotism, public goods.
JEL Classification: K10, K11, K19, D62, D70.

1. Introduction

The Chinese civilization is recognized to be one of the oldest on earth, and some of its
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characteristics are well known. For instance, in the private domain, filial piety is closely observed
within the family and interpersonal harmony is carefully cultivated outside the family. In the
public domain, the idea of Grand Unification seems to command general assent.*® While the
exact contents of the idea may be hard to pin down, the core of the idea, or its spirit, is without
dispute: Grand Unification means that the Chinese should be united in an integral political state.
Over the centuries, the idea has not only been faithfully accepted by the ordinary people, it has
become the basis of legitimacy for the dynasties. The earliest record of the idea appeared in the
Warring States period (400 BC; Hsu and Her, 2002); the idea was turned into a reality when
Emperor Shi Huang of the Qin Dynasty conquered the other six states and unified the mainland
(221 BC). Interestingly and surprisingly, however, discussions of the origin of the idea of Grand
Unification have been rare.

Concerning the origin of the idea, a few studies have focused on ancient texts, hoping to trace the
terms of Grand Unification or related thoughts from written records (Qiu, 1993; Yang, 1989).
These are essentially textual analyses and are not particularly persuasive from the social sciences
perspective, for the simple reason that the creation of the idea of Grand Unification and its
adoption into the cultural tradition did not occur in a vacuum. There must have been more
substantive factors to account for both. The present study takes discarding textual analysis as a
departure point and looks for more persuasive explanations. By invoking relevant discussions in
the social sciences, hopefully a firmer ground for the idea can be identified. The widely known
thesis of the hydraulic society proposed by Wittfogel (1957) provides a starting point. In short, as
the two main rivers in mainland China, the Yellow River and the Yangtze River as well as their
branches, have had periodic floods, a comprehensive flood control and irrigation system has been
developed; this compulsory organization then gradually transformed itself into a despotic
apparatus that exerts total control over the area.?°

However, the hydraulic society thesis is not without difficulties on issues intimately related to the
idea of Grand Unification. For instance, the hydraulic organizations are in essence dealing with
the problem of public goods. As such they are not in any sense related to morality per se. But the
idea of Grand Unification is heavily ingrained with moral elements. The idea is not only
appropriate, it is morally correct; opposing the idea is not only mistaken, it is evil, immoral, and
thus punishable. But, why? Moreover, Taiwan is clearly not part of the Yellow River or Yangtze
River basins, therefore it is remote, theoretically and physically, from the hydraulic society and
the implicit Grand Unification. Nevertheless, concerning the Taiwan issue, both the official stand
of the People’s Republic China (PRC) and the general sentiment in the mainland have been the
non-negotiable One-China Policy—Taiwan is an integral and inseparable part of China. Again,
why? Evidently, there is a large gap between the theory of the hydraulic society and the idea of

19 The term “general consent” better comes with a quotation mark as the idea of Grand Unification often invokes
different reactions for people in the three major Chinese communities (Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Mainland China).
20 In addition to the hydraulic society theory, the common defense theory suggests a similar explanation. See the
analysis below.
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Grand Unification.

The present study has two main objectives. The first is to suggest an alternative thesis as a
possible origin of the idea of Grand Unification and then make a comparative study of the two
competing theses. The second objective is to explore the implications of the idea of Grand
Unification with respect to public policies. Both objectives necessitate covering wide spans of
space and time and, to say the least, it is difficult to produce convincing results. As such, the
present inquiry can be seen as initiating a dialogue or taking a step on an intellectual journey.
However, the significance of the endeavor cannot be overstated.

The idea of Grand Unification has become part of the conventional wisdom and an integral
ingredient of the Chinese cultural tradition. It is arguably an important element in the mental
construct, i.e., the worldview, of the Chinese people. Tracing the origin of the idea would help
identify the microfoundation of a macro phenomenon, thus obtaining a firmer grasp of the
traditional belief. Moreover, the idea of Grand Unification is not just an abstract concept, for it
has influenced practical public policies. For instance, the PRC’s official policy towards Taiwan,
as indicated above, is based on the very idea of Grand Unification. By examining the origin of
the idea hopefully a more thorough and balanced assessment of various public policies can be
reached. Finally, since the recent reform launched in 1978, the PRC has made significant
economic progress and it will soon become the second largest single economy in the world.
Concurrently, its role in the international community has become drastically different—it has
become not only an important participant but more often than not one of the rule-setters and the
rule-enforcers. This is in sharp contrast to the traditionally self-contained and inward looking
stance as implied by the idea of Grand Unification, a point that will be pursued more fully below.
Consequently, by looking back and examining the origin of the idea one gains a better sense of
the current and future of the PRC with respect to international affairs.

A few clarifications need to be made at this juncture.”* Methodologically speaking the present
study involves inquiry on two different levels: On the first level, the idea of Grand Unification is
seen as a cultural equilibrium, and two competing theses are advanced to see which provides a
better account of the equilibrium. On the second level, the idea of Grand Unification is taken as
given and its implications concerning public policies are derived and assessed. Alternatively, the
focus of the present study can be seen as the origin and the implications of the idea of Grand
Unification, as such the evolution of the idea over the centuries will not be pursued. While it is
obvious that the evolution of the idea is itself intellectually interesting and that the evolution
cannot be easily separated from the following discussions, space constraint renders it a topic to

21 This is similar to the discussions of guanxi in the literature. Most writers identify the teachings of Confucius as
the basis of its importance in the Chinese society, but the questions of why would Confucius emphasize guanxi and
what were the factors supporting such Confucian thought have seldom been raised. Similarly, both Benedict (1946)
and Brigg (1981) contained fascinating anthropological observations but neither suggested a plausible theoretical
framework to account for the rich materials collected. By contrast, Posner (1981, chapters 6 and 7) first outlines a
theory to explain the structure of the primitive society and then analyzes the legal system of the primitive society
based on the theory.
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be taken up on other occasions.

The paper is organized as follows. The first section explains the background of the present
inquiry. The next section outlines the competing theses of the idea of Grand Unification. Then in
sections 3 and 4 a comparative study of the two main theses will be made from both theoretical
and empirical angles. The focus of attention will be shifted in section 5 to deriving the
implications of the idea and three specific public policies will be discussed: the institutional
structure of China (PRC), the conflict across the Taiwan Strait, and PRC’s presence in the
international community. Some of the observations made in this section are conjectures at best,
but they are reasoned conjectures based on the analysis in previous sections. The final section
contains some reflections as well as concluding remarks.

2. The Origin of the Grand Unification: Two Competing Theses

This section will first outline the major theses concerning the idea of Grand Unification and then
point out some qualifications in making a comparative study of the competing theses.

2.1 The Hydraulic Society Thesis

The term hydraulic society was used by Karl Wittfogel (1896-1988) in his treatise, Oriental
Despotism: A Comparative Study of Total Power, published in 1957, as well as in his other
writings. The basic idea is that in a hydraulic society there are flooding and irrigation problems
on a large scale. To effectively deal with the problems a comprehensive organization will come
into place and over time it will evolve into a despotic state. While he did not explicitly use the
term Grand Unification in the context of China, the connection between the despotic state and the
idea of Grand Unification is more than obvious, a fact tellingly indicated by the title of the book.
His major arguments can be expressed by the following quotes:

“If irrigation farming depends on the effective handling of a major supply of water, the
distinctive quality of water—its tendency to gather in bulk—becomes institutionally
decisive.” (p.18) [

“The effective management of these works involves an organizational web which covers
either the whole, or at least the dynamic core, of the country’s population. In consequence,
those who control this network are uniquely prepared to wield supreme political power.”

(p.27)

“In hydraulic civilizations the men of the government prevented the organizational
consolidation of all non-governmental groups. Their state became ‘stronger than society.” Any
organization that gives its representatives unchecked power over its subjects may be
considered an “apparatus.’ In contrast to the controlled state of multi-centered societies, the
state of the single-centered hydraulic society was a veritable apparatus state.” (p.50)

“...the army of hydraulic society was an integral part of the agro-managerial bureaucracy;,
and the dominant religion was closely attached to the state. It was this formidable
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concentration of vital functions which gave the hydraulic government its genuinely despotic
(total) power.” (p.100)

There are in essence three components that constitute Wittfogel’s thesis: the hydraulic society, the
despotic state, and the link from the former to the latter. All three components will be examined
in the following analysis. Suffice it to say at this point that he has made at least two significant
contributions. First, previous discussions of despotism have been mostly about the West, but
Wittfogel has shifted the attention to the East and his descriptions of the despotic states are vivid,
alarming as well as persuasive (Ren, 2009). Secondly, while analyses of China’s despotism have
mostly been discussions about the relevant schools of thought or descriptions of its
configurations, Wittfogel attempts to put despotism on a solid, social basis, linking a macro
phenomenon to micro factors. Methodologically speaking this is an important advance (Coleman,
1990).

An auxiliary of the hydraulic society thesis is the common defense thesis. As the term suggests, to
face a common threat of external enemies an organization is needed. In the context of China the
common threat refers mainly to the horse-riding cavalry from the great prairie in the north.
Essentially this is also a public-goods scenario. Compared with the problems of flood control and
irrigation, the tasks involved in common defense are arguably very similar—Iife and property are
in danger, normal maintenance between times of emergency is needed, and organizations are to
be maintained, etc. The only major difference is that the task of common defense would involve a
routine use of violence.

2.2 The Single Authority Thesis

Proposed initially to explain the importance of guanxi in the Chinese community in Hsiung
(2011), the main arguments of the single authority thesis are as follows. Geographically speaking,
the mainland of China covers a wide but integrated area that is relatively flat. To the south there
are sharp mountains and deep valleys that separate the mainland from Thailand, Vietnam, etc.
Therefore, in its written history of over three thousand years, China has never faced an invasion
launched by forces from the south. To the west there are large areas of deserts, constituting
natural barriers for potential enemies. Groups of merchants and determined monks might pass the
deserts to reach the mainland, but military maneuvers of a large scale are beyond question. To the
east is ocean; and before the arrival of long-range vessels made possible by the technological
advances brought about by the Industrial Revolution of the 18" century, no enemies would come
from this direction. What is left, clearly, is the north. Invaders have come from the north more
than once, and the construction of the Great Walls in the north speaks for itself. This means that
if potential invaders from the north can be deterred, then the mainland is a large, self-supporting,
and unified area. Over China’s long history of thousands of years, the population gradually
increases in this large area. By the time Emperor Shi Huang of the Qin Dynasty conquered his
competitors, the population in the mainland had reached an estimated 20 million. Compared to
neighboring Korea, Vietnam, and Thailand, etc., China’s size is of a very different order of
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magnitude.

Given this unique geographical characteristic, it seems natural that once transportation has
technologically advanced to a sufficient degree, the vast unified area will most likely be occupied
and ruled by a single political power.?* Gradually, the idea of a unified empire will gradually
become a generally accepted worldview for the people living in this unified area. Dynasties over
the centuries in Chinese history have all considered themselves the Central Empire, and the
emperors saw themselves as Sons of Heaven. This means that geographical features combined
with advances in transportation would lead to a single political authority, a centralization of
power. Moreover, due to concerns with potential threats of revolutions and sole occupation of
power, the central government would purposefully suppress local powers.

The scenario in the mainland is very different from that in other parts of the globe. For instance,
both England and India have been significant regional powers at different time. But practically
speaking, England has been in constant contact and in competition with countries such as France
and Germany, etc, in the continent, and India similarly has always been in contact with the
Middle East. In both cases the interaction has not been one-sided, something drastically different
from China’s relations to its neighbors over the centuries.

2.3 Qualifications

A few words of clarification are needed before moving on to the next section, which logically
examines the hypotheses. First, it is clear that both the hydraulic society thesis and the common
defense thesis are related to the problem of providing public goods. By contrast, the single
authority thesis seems to be mainly the result of an evolution of political power. But this
exaggerates the difference, for the single authority, once achieving its monopoly status, has to
provide certain public goods such as law and order, roads and defense, etc. Seen in this light, the
theses are not mutually exclusive. Secondly, the hydraulic society thesis and the common defense
thesis are closer to each other; therefore, in the following discussion they will not be treated
separately. Whenever the common defense thesis needs additional discussion, elaborations will
be made.

Finally, the idea of Grand Unification might have been the result of a number of factors, with the
hydraulic society, the single authority, and the common defense being the major contributing
factors. A hybrid theory that includes all of the three theses, and possibly others, might be the
most persuasive. While the hybrid theory might offer the most comprehensive explanation, it
loses sharpness from the theoretical point of view. It will then be difficult if not impossible to
illuminate the strengths as well as weaknesses of the competing theses. Consequently, in the
following analysis, the hydraulic society thesis and the single authority thesis will be seen as two
competing theses opposed to each other. This somewhat extreme stance is meant to emphasize

22 Olson (1993, p.575, f10) cited the observations of the anthropologist Carneiro (1970) that the earliest states in
history emerged mainly in so-called ‘environmentally circumscribed’ areas, i.e., “areas of arable land surrounded by
deserts, mountains, or coasts.”
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the implicit differences, to sharpen the contrast, and to deepen the understanding of the idea of
Grand Unification.

3. Verifying the Competing Theses Logically

A comparative analysis of the two theses will be pursued both logically and empirically. This
section deals with the logical aspect and the next section focuses on the empirical aspect. To
verify the logical soundness of the competing theses, two kinds of criteria will be used to
examine the hypotheses logically.

In particular, the first criterion is related to the concept of equilibrium. As generally understood,
the basic structure of an equilibrium contains a few elements: the initial conditions, the
interaction among the agents or entities, the equilibrium conditions and the change. With this
set-up the idea of Grand Unification can be seen as an equilibrium, and by identifying the initial
conditions, how the initial conditions help form a stable equilibrium and how the equilibrium
might evolve over time, the logical soundness of the hypotheses can be verified. The second kind
of criteria involves a couple of benchmarks that are well known in the Chinese communities
when invoking the idea of Grand Unification. The benchmarks will be employed to assess the
theses and thus indirectly verify their respective logical persuasiveness. The two benchmarks
employed will be the moral element in the Chinese culture and the conflict across the Taiwan
Strait.

3.1 The Equilibrium Criterion

Consider first the theoretical structure of the single authority hypothesis. The initial conditions
are the geographical characteristics and transportation capabilities. Once the military forces
command sufficient logistic support, the dominant political power will expand so as to control
the whole mainland, with the geographical barriers setting the boundaries of the expansion: the
prairito the north, the ocean to the east, the deserts to the west and the mountains to the south.
The military strength essentially determines the size of the empire, but within the conquered
areas there is only one all powerful authority. Moreover, to cultivate the single authority,
important supporting measures are developed along with the political institutions, and the idea of
Grand Unification is arguably one such ingenious device. Once such a belief becomes ingrained
in the general public, through repeated propaganda and various forms of indoctrination, the
single authority increases its legitimacy and thus lowers the cost of governing. Consequently, the
relationship between the idea of Grand Unification and the single authority tradition is logically
very intimate. A single authority means that there is only one political authority in the relevant
geographical areas, therefore this is a situation of Grand Unification by definition. Conversely,
when the idea of Grand Unification prevails, it naturally follows that the relevant geographical
areas are united as a single entity, and therefore multiple authorities should not exist. As such,
logically speaking, the idea of Grand Unification and the existence of single authority are two
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sides of the same coin, so to speak.?®

By comparison, the logical relevance of the hydraulic society to the idea of Grand Unification is
somewhat problematic, to say the least. Specifically, to deal with the problems of flood control
and irrigation, certain forms of organization will be developed. In mainland China, this refers to
dealing with problems of the two major rivers, the Yellow River and the Yangtze River, and the
areas they pass through. In order to overcome the free-rider problem in providing public goods,
the hydraulic organizations, most likely not temporary but permanent ones, must have certain
coercive powers. This makes perfect sense.?* However, to go from the tasks of dealing with
hydraulic problems to the despotic state (and the accompanying idea of Grand Unification), at
least in the Chinese context, involves two significant difficulties, geographical and organizational.
First, the area covered by the two major rivers and their branches is indeed vast, but it accounts
for approximately 26.6% of the mainland only. There lies a significant gap between organizations
dealing with flood control as well as irrigation and a despotic state; that is, to go from the former
to the latter involves not a marginal expansion but a discrete jump (Lin, G.,1997; Li, Z., 1997).

Secondly, in addition to the hydraulic organizations, there are evidently other organizations
dealing with problems such as roads, transportation, military, taxation, etc within the same
geographical area. The hydraulic organizations cannot be extended straightforwardly to
administer the overall political, military and judicial institutions of the entire empire. That is, the
relations between organizations administering the hydraulic system and other administrative
agencies of the empire cannot simply be assumed away. How do they develop working relations
with each other and resolve their difficulties in times of emergencies? What is the priority in
mobilizing manpower with respect to flood control and defense, and what is the priority of
taxation for the hydraulic system and for defense, etc? These practical problems are thorny ones
even for an advanced, mature, and highly developed modern society; it is hard to imagine how
they would be resolved in a traditional, agrarian society such as China, when a bottom-up
approach is taken such as in the hydraulic society thesis.* By contrast, with the single authority
thesis, these problems are easily resolved. Given a single authority, there is an administrative
system and various bureaucracies, and all the potential conflicts are resolved through the normal

23 The idea of a single authority is also invoked in the discussions of power and the process of nation formation.
See, for instance, Galbraith (1983) and Olson (2000). In addition, Wittfogel mentioned more than once the term of a
single-centered state. The idea of a single-centered state is obviously related to a single authority and the despotic
state. However, Wittfogel simply takes it as given that a hydraulic society is a single-centered, despaotic state, and he
does not provide a convincing link between the hydraulic society and the single-centered, despotic state.

24 Afew quotes illustrate Wittfogel’s tendency to use vague phrases to give readers the impression that the link
between the hydraulic society and a despotic state is natural and has been established: “The masters of the hydraulic
state, who monopolized coordinated military action, could—if they so wished—raised large armies.”(p.63) “The
confiscatory measure of the hydraulic state therefore hit with particular harshness the owners of mobile—and
concealed—property.”(p.73) “In the majority of all cases hydraulic regimes seem to have been either theocratic or
quasi-theocratic.”(p.92) “The despotic character of hydraulic government is not seriously contested.”(p.101)
“Having access to sufficient arable land and irrigation water, the hydraulic pioneer society tends to establish
state-like forms of public control.”(p.109)

25 To get a picture of the problems involved, the case of TVA is illustrative. See, for instance, Selznick (1980) and
Chandler (1984).
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chain of command, with the overriding authority, the Emperor, as the ultimate arbitrator.
Consequently, from both the horizontal perspective (the geographical factors) and the vertical
perspective (the organizational factors), it is hard to go from the hydraulic society thesis to the
despotic state and the accompanying idea of Grand Unification (Li, Q., 1997; Ko, 1997).%

Finally, the relative soundness of the two competing theses can be illustrated using a couple of
hypothetical scenarios. Specifically, if the mainland of China were an independent and isolated
vast area, but there were no large rivers such as the Yellow River or the Yangtze River, then the
hydraulic society thesis will not stand while the single authority thesis and the idea of Grand
Unification would still hold. Conversely, if the Yellow River and the Yangtze River existed, but
the mainland of China was an open geographical continent connected with India, Europe and the
Middle East, etc, then one or several hydraulic systems will be set up with different scales, but
obviously a single authority is not likely to appear and consequently the idea of Grand
Unification is not likely to come into existence either.?” This implies that, at least in the case of
China, the geographical characteristics are more important than the hydraulic factors. In short,
logically speaking, the single authority thesis is more persuasive than the hydraulic society
thesis.?

3.2 The Benchmarks Criterion

The contrast between the competing theses is equally significant when two well known issues are
employed as benchmarks to help illuminate the implications of the hypotheses: the moral element
in Chinese culture and the conflict across the Taiwan Strait.

Consider first the moral element in the traditional Chinese culture. It is a well documented fact
that the Chinese culture has always had a strong flavor of being moral-oriented. Confucian
thought has been the official doctrines since the Han Dynasty (200 BC), and the moral principles
Confucius preaches have become not only the basis of the ruling dynasties but also the guidelines
followed by the lay public in their daily lives (Huang, 1981). This is perfectly understandable
from the governance perspective. To govern an empire that covers a vast area and sustains a large
population, relying on moral principles has two clear advantages: First, the principles are easy to
understand; secondly, the principles are flexible in interpretation. In short, it is cost effective. For
the single authority to function properly, it is important to help cultivate two

26 The hydraulic society thesis advanced in Wittfogel (1957) has produced numerous subsequent discussions; see
the informative volume edited by Li and Chen (1997). When commenting on Wittfogel’s ‘Oriental Despotism,’ the
commentators all make valid points and the discussions share three characteristics: First, all agree that the link
between the hydraulic society and despotism is not persuasive. Secondly, there is consensus that the Chinese
dynasties have been despotic. Third, while Wittfogel’s thesis is forcefully criticized, none of the commentators offers
an alternative explanation as to why the dynasties in Chinese history over a few thousand years have all been
despotic. The single authority thesis suggested in the current inquiry is one such attempt.

27 For instance, the Nile covers a vast geographical area also, but it goes through a large, open area. As a result it is
difficult to form a single authority to rule the whole area. See the discussions in Butzer (1976) and Liu, W. (1997).
28 Logically speaking the common defense thesis is similar to the hydraulic society thesis: the defense for external
threats comes from the north and it covers only a limited area. Practically speaking, the problem of common defense
is remotely related to most of the people and most of the geographical areas. To go from the common defense to the
despotic state and the idea of Grand Unification is too much of a stretch to be persuasive.
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characteristics—singleness (uniqueness) and authority (read absoluteness). The moral element
serves this purpose perfectly well. Therefore, the strong moral flavor of Grand Unification is in
total accordance with the single authority of the dynasties over the centuries. By contrast, the
hydraulic institutions are function-oriented in solving practical problems of flood control and
irrigation.”® There is no need for the moral element. Therefore, it is difficult to relate the
hydraulic society thesis to the moral element as implicit in the idea of Grand Unification.*

The second benchmark is the conflict across the Taiwan Strait and it offers even greater contrast
between the competing theses. Specifically, the hydraulic society in the case of China is
presumably defined, and thus limited, by the two major rivers on the mainland.** Taiwan is
separated from the mainland by the Taiwan Strait and is in no way related to the two rivers in any
sense. To invoke the idea of the hydraulic society and include Taiwan within its boundary is to
stretch imagination to unconceivable extremes. In comparison, from the single authority thesis,
the Taiwan issue is straightforward. The single authority by definition would expand its domain
until it reaches insurmountable geographical barriers. Historically, Taiwan was included in the
territory of the Yuan Dynasty and a local government was installed in 1281. It was passed to
Japan following the defeat in the Sino-Japanese War in 1895, and returned to the Republic of
China after WWII in 1945. The People’s Republic of China was established in 1949 and has
claimed ever since that “The PRC is the only legitimate government that represents China” and
that “Taiwan is an integral part of China.” The PRC’s claim meshes well not with the hydraulic
society thesis but with the single authority thesis.*?

4. Verifying the Competing Theses Empirically

29 Similarly, the U.N., the World Bank, and the WTO, etc are functionary organizations. Their purpose is to serve
certain functions but the moral element is essentially non-existent in these organizations.

30 The concept of the single owner in the literature can be fruitfully contrasted with the idea of the single authority.
The single owner is a conceptual device employed to imagine the world of zero transaction costs (Coase, 1960). A
typical case is that interests of the factory upstream and the factory downstream are in direct conflict (e.g., the
former pollutes the water used by the latter). In this scenario one can imagine that both factories are owned by a
single owner and it is evident that the single owner will resolve the potential conflict to his own advantage; i.e., the
single owner will allocate resources efficiently. This means that the idea of efficiency is implicit in the concept of a
single owner, as there is a generally accepted criterion of efficiency for the single owner to employ. By comparison,
the idea of a single authority describes the status of the reigning power. The exact configurations of the single
authority are relatively vague. Generally speaking, the concept of the single owner emphasizes the owner aspect,
while the idea of single authority emphasizes the authority aspect.

31 The hydraulic system deals mainly with flood control and irrigation, i.e., protecting life and property as well as
serving agricultural needs, respectively. The priority of the tasks could be different in during times of emergencies.
32 The single authority thesis proposed in the present study might be labeled as geographic determinism, but this is
misleading. The geographic factor is certainly critical for the single authority thesis but two additional factors are
equally important for the thesis to hold. First, in the essentially closed and unified vast area of mainland China, a
large population accumulates over a long period of thousands of years, if not longer. The population and cultural
tradition are relatively homogenous. Secondly, the factor of technological advance is also critical. When the
mainland of China could be reached by vehicles and the logistic problems were resolved, the conditions were ripe
for a single authority to cover the whole area. Alternatively, before the long-range vessels made possible by the
steam engine, a product of the 18th century Industrial Revolution, large numbers of foreigners from the West could
not reach China via sea. This means that the tradition of single authority, and the accompanying idea of Grand
Unification, has more than enough time to form and crystallize. Finally, the present study explores both the possible
origin and the implications of the idea of Grand Unification. Geographical considerations and the single authority are
only part of the inquiry.
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In the previous section the two competing theses were examined from the logical perspective. In
this section they will be subject to empirical verification. In particular, the hydraulic
society/Grand Unification combination and the single authority/Grand Unification combination
will be put against well known facts of Chinese history to determine which combination is more
compatible with the historical facts.

4.1 The Single Authority Thesis

The Chinese civilization has a long history with more than three thousand years of written
records. It is certainly hard to single out a few facts that are representative of the civilization.
Considering the focus of the present inquiry, however, some generally accepted facts can be
suggested. In particular, there are three salient features of the political structure of the dynasties
throughout Chinese history: a dominant executive branch, the lack of an independent judicial
system, and a highly centralized government structure.

Specifically, throughout the dynasties, the Emperor has always wielded an unquestionable
supreme power at the top, and governed through an administrative system that combines the
executive, the judicial and the legislative branches in one. But the executive branch is the center
of the system and the other two are affiliated to the executive branch. No independent judicial
system ever existed or was even attempted, for the simple reason that it would be incompatible
with the absolute power of the Emperor. The central government assumes a dominant position in
administration and it purposely weakens the local and regional governments. Alternatively put,
the idea and institutional arrangements of checks and balances in the West have not become part
of the Chinese political tradition. The checks on the Emperor, nominal at best and non-existent at
worst, come from moral suasion by a few designated officials and from the Emperor’s self
restraint. Therefore, the lack of effective competing forces both within the empire and with
respect to the much smaller neighbors becomes a salient feature of Chinese history. Given this
structure, the dynasties in Chinese history seem to follow a predetermined destiny, a cursed one
essentially. A dynasty that has been in power for a few hundred years decays through corruption
and mis-management; peasants take up arms to become bandits, and after several attempts
succeed in overthrowing the old dynasty. A new dynasty is born, and, after changing the name
and installing a new bureaucracy, it promises a brave new world. In the beginning all is well and
progress is made. But the built-in weaknesses of the system (of the single authority) gradually set
in. After a few decades or a few hundred years at most, the dynasty is again plagued by
corruption and mis-management. The economy is in distress, the uprisings are on the horizon and
the cycle continues. This sadly has been a characteristic of Chinese history and when pushed to
the limit, everything comes into place: the single authority, the supreme executive power, the lack
of independent judicial system, the lack of internal and external checks, and the idea of Grand
Unification are all compatible with each other. The link between the single authority and the idea
of Grand Unification is thus direct and concrete.

Alternatively, the idea of Grand Unification is in essence an inward looking perspective, as it is
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not directly related to anything that is external to the (unified) system. After the Great Walls were
constructed, the threat of external enemies from the north by and large disappeared, most of the
time anyway. Interestingly, in Chinese history the only two exceptions were the Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368 AD) and the Qing Dynasty (1644-1912 AD); they were established by mounted
conquerors from the northern prairie, establishing the so-called foreign regimes or becoming
conqueror-rulers. But once the empire was in place, these two dynasties also adhered to the idea
of Grand Unification.*® This clearly shows that the dynasties throughout China’s long history
have all found the idea of Grand Unification beneficial to their governance. Concurrently, the
idea of Grand Unification has also enabled the dynasties to adopt a particular outward stance,
especially towards its immediate neighbors. While the dynasties have assumed different names,
they have all considered themselves the Central Kingdom, the Heaven Empire, and this
self-image has been aided by the fact that the neighboring countries are all of a much smaller
scale in sizes. With the evident gap in scale between the ruling dynasty on the mainland and its
neighbors, the Chinese have developed or adopted two strategies towards its neighbors: First, it
has no interest in expanding its territory, with rare exceptions by the two foreign regimes (Yuan
and Qing) in attempting to invade Korea and Japan. Secondly, the dynasties have adopted the
Gimi policy (the leash-and-goodies policy) towards its neighbors—as long as the neighboring
countries send their delegations to pay (nominal) respect to the Central Kingdom, they will be
rewarded with generous luxury gifts from the Emperor.

In addition, the idea of Grand Unification has manifested itself in a delicate way that echoes the
single authority thesis. In particular, it has been documented that through countless wars over the
centuries, the imperial powers of the West such as Germany, England and France have developed
a generally accepted doctrine in battle. When the casualties reach a quarter or one-third of the
engaging force, the commanding officer could surrender, so as not to suffer further, heavier
losses (Benedict, 1946).3* However, no such doctrine exists in the Chinese civilization and this
non-existence, an equilibrium in an abstract sense, can be readily explained from the single
authority thesis. In the closed geographical mainland, only a single authority is to reign. To grant
the losing opponents the privilege to surrender is to allow the opponents the opportunity to
regroup and thus become a potential threat to the throne. This is acutely demonstrated by Zheng
He’s famous seven long voyages. After Emperor Cheng (ruled 1402-1424) of the Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644) assumed power in a coup, he sent the reliable Zheng He (1371-1433) to lead an
enormous entourage (approximately 250 ships and 28000 men) to sail to as far as Somalia (6000
nautical miles from China). The official goal was to explore business opportunities and
demonstrate condescendingly the strength of the Central Kingdom, but the real purpose was
presumably to purge and eliminate any remaining factions of Emperor Jianwen (ruled

% The Chinese civil war immediately after the WWI1 between the Nationalists and the Communists had nothing to
do with external enemies; it was a typical civil war, with the two sides fighting for the ruling power, fighting to be
the single authority.

% In the classic, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, Benedict (1946) indicates that in the Japanese tradition, the
warriors could commit suicide, jump off cliffs or drown themselves during battles, but there is no such thing as
surrendering.
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1398-1402), the ousted emperor.
4.2 The Hydraulic Society Thesis

Recall that Wittfogel’s hydraulic society thesis has three components: the hydraulic organizations,
the despotism, and the linkage from the former to the latter. In the previous section it was argued
that while Wittfogel provided vivid descriptions of despotic states, of which China has been one,
he did not provide a convincing link from the former to the latter. In this subsection the focus is
on the first component of his thesis, i.e., whether the Chinese can be characterized as a hydraulic
society.

To begin with, the initial phase of Chinese imperial history is generally believed to be the period
of the Xia, Shang and Zhou (2070-256 BC), and the major dynasties of the Tang (618-970), Song
(960-1279), Yuan and Ming are known to be despotic states, but none of these has been directly
related to flood control or irrigation (Lin, Z., 1997; Chou, 1997). In addition, flood control on a
large scale has not been done by spontaneous organizations from the grass roots but by the
designated government agency. Historically speaking, the administration of rivers and cannels is
the responsibilities of the department of river affairs and the department of canal transportation.
The major tasks of these two departments are not flood control or agricultural irrigation per se,
but military transportation and food transportation. During the peaceful years, food transportation
is the main task, since shipping food and other supplies from the south to the capital in the north
on time is of a much higher priority than agricultural irrigation. The latent rule of running the
system is that “It is acceptable that the farmers cannot cultivate their fields, but it is not
acceptable that the government agencies fail to ship food (to the capital).” The vessels travel
across large areas and the food and other supplies pass through the control of many officials.
Those in charge of the tasks are wielding enviable discretionary powers and such lucrative posts
are eagerly sought after. (Qin, 2007).

Moreover, Hsieh (1992) points out as a matter-of-fact that, “The formation of the state is not
based on irrigation or flood control; on the contrary, the existence of a state provides the basis of
flood control and irrigation on a large scale.” Similarly, Wang (1981, chapter 4) emphasized that,
“it is not that the hydraulic needs produce the despotic state and its bureaucracy; it is the
opposite—only with a unified despotic state does serving hydraulic needs on a large scale
become possible and necessary.” (Chang, 1997; She, 1997).* Alternatively, Qin (2007) points
out that the Yuan Dynasty was the most powerful empire with the largest territory, but during its
reign the irrigated area in the Guanzhong Plain (near the Shaan Xi Province today) was only 0.8
to 0.9 million mu (approx. 570 square kilometers), and this was not even half of what it was
during the Song Dynasty. Thus, the Empire and the sovereign were powerful but the
corresponding responsibility for public goods provision was limited, not the scenario of

35 Wittfogel (1957) mentioned that the hydraulic societies share the characteristic of being single-centered states.
While the idea is similar to the idea of single authority, it is problematic to go from the hydraulic organizations to the
single-centered, despotic state, as argued previously.
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something that can be termed a hydraulic society. Finally, it was argued forcefully that
throughout Chinese history, the department in charge of hydraulic affairs has not been a
cabinet-level agency but of a much lower rank, as it was “neither the whole of the apparatus of
the state nor part of the power center of the apparatus.” (Liu, H., 1997; Li, Z., 1997).%
Consequently, in the context of China, the state is very far from what one might equate with a
hydraulic society. The hydraulic society thesis is not supported by the historical facts, as there is
a significant gap between Wittfogel’s descriptions and the reality.

4.3. Brief Summary

Concerning the logical and empirical examination of the competing theses, a brief summary
is in order. The hydraulic society thesis proposed by Wittfogel, while ambitious, has two
weaknesses: First, logically speaking, it is difficult to go from the hydraulic problems and the
relevant organizations to the despotic state. Secondly, empirically speaking, based on the
historical facts of China, it is also difficult to label China as a hydraulic society. By contrast, the
single authority thesis nicely echoes the geographical and technological characteristics of China
as well as the very nature of power. Consequently, between the competing theses of the hydraulic
society and the single authority, the latter is more compatible with China and the idea of Grand
Unification.

5. Implications of the idea of Grand Unification

In the previous sections the two main theses for the idea of Grand Unification were outlined first,
followed by a comparative study of both logical and empirical aspects. It was suggested that the
single authority thesis is more compatible with the idea of Grand Unification. Based on this
tentative result the following inquiry will explore the implications of the idea of Grand
Unification. Compared to the previous sections the following inquiry is different on two aspects.

To begin with, the previous sections were essentially backward looking, dealing with historical
materials and hoping to identify the origin of the idea of Grand Unification. The following
exposition will be mostly forward looking instead—by taking the idea of Grand Unification as
the starting point, efforts will be made to derive its implications with respect to public policies.
Analysis in the previous sections was basically logical and empirical, thus positive in nature. As
discussions of public policies will be the focus in the following analysis, assessments of current
conditions and conjectures about future developments will be contemplated. This implies that
value judgment will be involved, thus the normative element will inevitably increase. Specifically,
concerning the implications of the idea of Grand Unification, three public policy issues will be
addressed: the political institutions of China (PRC), the conflict across the Taiwan Strait, and
PRC’s presence in the international community.

5.1 China’s Political Institutions

36 The criticisms of Wittfogel’s hydraulic society thesis actually lend support indirectly to the single authority thesis
as being more persuasive concerning the historical facts of the Chinese society.
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It was pointed out above that concerning political institutions, the single authority implies three
significant characteristics: the dominant executive branch, the lack of independent judicial
system, and the centralization of administrative power. In the beginning of the 21* century, the
People’s Republic of China is the major Chinese community, surpassing both Taiwan and Hong
Kong by a wide margin in scale, and in the PRC all of the three characteristics just stated are very
much visible. Moreover, while 60 years have passed since the birth of the PRC, the Communist
Party still enjoys the unique and unchallenged (or un-challengeable) position, a modern
configuration of the single authority in the fullest sense. In addition, from 1949 to 1978, the year
the PRC was born to the year the reform policy was adopted, Marxism enjoyed a supreme status
and was the official guiding principle in all spheres of life, unquestionable and unquestioned. All
of this attest to the salient feature of the single authority tradition in a delicate and subtle way.

Since the reform policy has been under way, however, things started to change. From 1978 to
2010, a span of slightly longer than three decades, the real GDP increases 19.6 times and the real
per capita GDP 14 times. This provides direct support to the arguments of Przeworski and
Limongi (1993) that authoritarian states may enjoy faster economic growth than democratic
countries.®” The fast economic growth for over three decades has brought numerous challenges
to the contemporary flag bearer of the old civilization. The political problems can be approached
from both the horizontal and vertical perspectives. Consider the horizontal aspect first. With fast
economic progress, metropolitan areas have expanded with an alarming speed and in conjunction
with this a sizable middle class has developed. When the middle class secures their economic
rights and begins to enjoy the fruits of their labor, they gradually express their wishes to enjoy
similar rights in the political sphere. That is, economic progress will usher in political demands,
the importance of which will increase with each passing year. While the quest for political
participation appears to be a political issue, it is in essence a test of the judicial system, since the
ultimate defense of political institutions lies in a reliable and generally supported judicial system.
Therefore, horizontally speaking, developing an independent judicial system and cultivating a
certain degree of checks-and-balances, in essence if not in form, will be an inevitable task. The
executive branch will not be the dominant branch any longer and the judicial branch will attract
more attention as economic progress continues. Whether the western style checks-and-balances
with the executive, judicial and legislative branches will be installed is an open question, but
there is little doubt that, horizontally, the executive branch will have to share its once dominant
power with other branches of the government.

Vertically speaking, the traditional centralization of power is also likely to change. In the history
of mankind, there has never been a country of 1.3 billion people that can function effectively
with a centralized civil law. As the economy expands, the complexity of the society increases

3 During the Great Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) an estimated ten million people died of starvation or political
causes, and this happened under the same political regime. It shows vividly and sadly the fact that the single
authority often acts without any restraint and the consequences may be fatal. The difference between the single
owner and the single authority suggested above is also demonstrated clearly.
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rapidly and this implies that the costs of maintaining a centralization of power will become
intolerably high. Inefficiency, conflict, and instability will follow. Consequently, maintaining the
centralization of power is not likely to persist, and a certain degree of power sharing with local
governments will be inevitable. As a matter of fact, empirical studies reveal again and again that
in organizational structures, the performance of a hierarchy is often worse than that of a
polyarchy.®

5.2 Cross-Strait Relations

According to the idea of Grand Unification as commonly held, Taiwan is part of China and
should certainly be united with the PRC. This intuitively clear and straightforward stance
notwithstanding, the issue can be examined from different angles to gain alternative insights. As
suggested previously, the idea of Grand Unification was created as a result of several factors,
including the geographical characteristics, the technological advancement, and the pursuit of a
single authority. Once the idea is cultivated and generally accepted, it becomes an element of the
mental construct that is part of people’s worldview, i.e., an equilibrium in an abstract sense. In an
evolutionary process the equilibrium will change in response to the changing environment, but
the change is gradual and path dependent. More importantly, the mental construct is often a
mixed bag of plusses and minuses.*°

The idea of Grand Unification is a natural result of the pursuit of absolute power, and it seems to
follow that Taiwan should be united with the PRC to form a single authority again. But an
alternative and arguably more illuminating perspective is possible, as the proposal of unification
Is not necessarily persuasive. A similar or even parallel case is illustrative—the case of the
Anglo-Saxon culture. As is well known, in the beginning of the 21* century, English is the most
commonly used language internationally. The English speaking countries include Britain, the
U.S., Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, etc. Historically all of these countries come from
England and the English culture has been a major culture over the globe for a long time. Both the
U.S. and Canada are countries established by immigrants from England and the two countries are
friendly neighbors, most of the time anyway. There is no such thing as a Grand Unification
between the U.S. and Canada, or with England for that matter. Therefore, the cry for Taiwan to
return to the motherland of China is not necessarily sound from the perspective of culture or
civilization.

The rationale is actually quite simple—competition is better than monopoly! Through a series of
un-planned twists and turns, Taiwan and the PRC have become two independent political entities.
For Taiwan and the PRC, it is mutually beneficial to develop an intimate, friendly, and peaceful
relationship, just like the one between the U.S. and Canada, in trade as well as in other areas. The
close relation is advantageous not only to Taiwan and the PRC but more importantly to the

% Ostrom (2007) argues with rich and convincing empirical evidence that the performance of centralized policy
organizations is worse than that of decentralized, parallel policy organizations.

% Kuran (2004) forcefully illustrates that ancient Islamic legal doctrines become, centuries later, detrimental to the
economic development of the Islamic world.

34



Chinese civilization. The reason is that the existence of two competing entities would increase
the vigor of the culture and become a natural deterrent against the decay embedded with the
single authority that has plagued the dynasties through-out Chinese history. The conflict across
the strait offers a rare opportunity for the Chinese culture to have an endogenous competition.
Consequently, on the issue of cross--strait relations at least, the idea of Grand Unification does
more harm than good,; it also illustrates acutely that the idea of Grand Unification has its
potential problems. By examining New light is shed on cross-strait issues by examining them
from the perspective of culture and not politics. In a nutshell, the idea of Grand Unification has
been congruent with the interests of the political structure at each point in time along the long
continuum of Chinese history, and as such it is politically correct. However, by taking the
viewpoint of a bystander and considering the long-term interests of the Chinese civilization, the
idea of Grand Unification is not necessarily culturally correct!

5.3 PRC and International Community

It was argued above that the idea of Grand Unification is essentially an inward-looking
perspective, as the single authority cares more about its absolute status within its empire than
about the world outside which is not relevant to its interests. This implies that the mental
construct is basically a vacuum when it comes to the outside world. Two incidents in recent
Chinese history are indicative of this characteristic. First, when the military forces of the
Eight-Nation Alliance invaded China in 1900, Empress Tze Xi of the Qing Dynasty and her
senior officials believed that the Boxers were capable of using their Kung-fu to fight the artillery
of the allied forces. Since the flesh and blood was obvious no match for the guns and rifles; the
fading dynasty again suffered humiliation and signed the Boxer Protocol in 1901 with handsome
compensation paid to the invading nations. Secondly, in the waning years of the Qing Dynasty,
the intellectuals pushed for reform to face the increasingly threatening foreign powers. A series of
actions were taken under the banner of the Westernization Movement. However, the guiding
principle of the Movement was “Chinese knowledge as the body, and Western learning for use.”
Without a proper understanding of the Western world, the intellectuals naively believed that
knowledge could be divided easily and that all they needed was to master the “sharp guns and
speedy battleships” of the West. The popular slogan of the time was “learn the technology of the
barbarians (the foreigners) to subdue the barbarians!”

The idea of Grand Unification thus implies a self-centered worldview, a complacent attitude
towards the immediate neighbors, and an ignorance of the world outside. This particular state of
mind was relatively harmless before the Industrial Revolution that brought about long-range
vessels. However, the complacence resulted in repeated Chinese defeats in recent history when
the long-range vessels knocked on the door in the middle of the 19" century. The British-French
Allied forces struck the first blow in 1858, followed by the Sino-Japanese War in 1895, and the
Eight-Nation Alliance invasion in 1900. The ancient civilization was resoundingly defeated again
and again, giving up large geographic areas and paying huge sums of money. These unhappy
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memories have made it a goal of the Chinese people to try to catch up with the West, so as not to
become an easy target again. Once the per capita of the PRC reaches $10,000 USD, the country
of 1.3-billion people will surpass the U.S. and become the largest economy in the world. It is not
likely that the Chinese people will be taken advantage of by the foreigners again, but how would
the Chinese (the PRC in this instance) position and conduct itself in the international community?
The answer to this question is not at all clear, to the general public as well as the social elites and
the national leaders. The reason is quite simple: The traditional worldview of the idea of Grand
Unification has never faced this scenario, and as a result no corresponding thoughts can be called
upon in response. One possible way out is to apply the Confucian doctrines of harmony and
courtesy etc of interpersonal relations to international relations. But appearances are often
deceiving, as the Chinese interpersonal relations actually imply a hierarchical structure that may
not be consistent with the one-nation-one-vote nature of international relations practiced on many
occasions.

Consequently, for the PRC, the idea of Grand Unification will evidently not provide any
guidelines for behavior in the international community. The traditional worldview obviously has
to be modified, and some missing elements must be filled in so to speak. The process of adjusting
the mental construct is presumably a long journey, a process of soul searching and trial-and-error.
When the dust is settled and the new worldview is firmly in place, i.e., when a new equilibrium
for the mental construct is reached, a couple of characteristics are likely to be present. First, the
single authority implicit in the idea of Grand Unification will fade away and be replaced by the
perception of a multi-authority world. Secondly, in the international community and politically
speaking, the PRC is likely to be one of the two super powers; but along the cultural front, the
Chinese culture will just be one of the (major) cultures, a hundred-flower blooming scenario.

6. Conclusion

In his now classic treatise North (1990) emphasizes that what determines the economic
performance of a society in the long run is whether it has a good institutional matrix. Then, he
goes further to argue that what determines the trajectory of a society in the long run is actually
the mental construct of the people, i.e., the worldview of the people (Denzau and North, 1994).
These are insightful remarks but it is difficult to verify the insights generally. The present study is
related to North’s remarks but the scope is much more limited.

Specifically, in the ancient Chinese civilization, the idea of Grand Unification has been an
important ingredient, if not an indispensible pillar. Discussions of the idea have been mostly
textual analysis, hoping to identify the place where the idea was first mentioned and discussed.
The first part of the present study adopted a different approach and tried to identify, from the
social sciences perspective, the substantive basis of the idea. Two competing theses were
suggested from relevant literatures: the hydraulic society thesis and the single authority thesis.
Then, to determine which thesis is more plausible in offering an explanation of the origin of the
idea of Grand Unification, a comparative study was conducted from both logical and the
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empirical perspectives. It was concluded that the single authority thesis provides a better
explanation, as it is logically and empirically more compatible with Chinese history. Whether the
single authority thesis is relevant or even equally plausible in other countries such as Japan, India,
or Korea, etc is an interesting topic worthy of pursuit. Moreover, the likely implications of the
single authority thesis in other contexts, e.g., its relevance to language or religion, are attractive
topics for further inquiry as well. The second part of the present study focused on the
implications of the idea of Grand Unification with respect to the political structure of the PRC,
the cross-strait relations between Taiwan and the PRC, and the PRC’s presence in the
international community. The discussions illustrate clearly that the idea of Grand Unification is
important to the Chinese in the past (the political structure), the present (cross-strait relations)
and the future (the international community). The trajectory of a society is indeed intimately
related to the mental construct of the people, thus echoing North’s insight. But the intellectual
rewards gained from the journey undertaken in the present study are greater than this.

In particular, discussions in the first part of this paper indicate that the single authority thesis
provides a more convincing account of the social basis of the idea of Grand Unification. Analysis
in the second part shows that from the cultural perspective the potential weaknesses as well as
the limitations of the idea of Grand Unification should receive more attention. With respect to
Chinese culture the idea of Grand Unification is both an asset and a constraint. It is an asset
because the idea once accepted by the general public can greatly lower the governing costs faced
by the emperor and the regime. It is a constraint because the idea of Grand Unification practically
implies a blank attitude towards the outside world. In addition, the path dependent characteristic
means that once a society steps on a particular trajectory, other possibilities down the road are
likely to be ruled out, even when the change in the environment calls for an adjustment. The
relevance of this to the PRC is very much straightforward. The political structure cannot rid itself
of the burden of the past easily, but the pressures for change and adjustments both vertically and
horizontally are evident. Concurrently, the on-going delicate relations between Taiwan and the
PRC still resemble a tight-rope walk. Furthermore, with the reform policy steadily advancing, the
PRC’s presence in the international community is becoming more and more important. All of
these are obviously challenging issues related to the idea of Grand Unification. For an old
civilization the challenges also imply opportunities for thoughtful reflections and shrewd actions!
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