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Hsiao-chuan Liao, 2014. “The East China Sea Disputes: A Perspective from Crisis Behavior.” Presented
at East Asian Security Workshop (& # Iy % > 1 i¥3#), Kobe University, Japan. May 9.
&

The rising of China has projected an unstable future in East Asia, in particular in Northeast
Asia. Whether power parity or power preponderance will lead Northeast Asia unstable is still
debatable. This paper aims to analyze the change of state power on state behavior, in particular
during crises. As the main concern is the stability of East China Sea, this paper focuses on four
actors: China, Japan, Taiwan, and the United States. Firstly, this paper discusses the influence of
power-change on states’ gravity of dissatisfaction during the crises. Specifically speaking, this
paper argues that different power ratios may cause different levels of dissatisfaction of states
around the East China Sea. Then this paper further explores how different power ratios influence
duration and frequency of crises in this area. It seems that power parity of main actors in this area
brings longer duration and higher frequency of crisis to this area. This paper utilizes the newly
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collected Northeast Asian crisis dataset to compare the four main actors’ behavior from 1950 to
2013. In such a case, this paper is able to disclose how different power ratios influence the crisis
behavior of states and how they lead to instability in East China Sea.
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